THE 2008VPBA PACIFIC COAST CLASSIC

Tournament in Review
Story & Photos by Anne Craig — WPBA

By Anne Craig —WPBA

October 15", 2009 — Lincoln City, OR: This WPBA event began Thursday at the Chinook Winds Casino Resort in earnest

as 64 of the top players from around the world competed for much more than just the title. Rankings after this event

will determine who receives their invitation to the final WPBA event and Major of the 2009 season, the WPBA Tour
Championships being held November 11-15",2 009 at t he Semi nol e Har d RRudfik . T
Coast Classic will earn their chance to play and earn their exemption for 2010. Due to the fact that the WPBA will be

taping all four Quarterfinal match-ups on Saturday, the tournament operated on an accelerated schedule and 8 players

were eliminated Thursday night. Kelly Fisher returns to defend her 2008 Champions title.

The WPBA held its Annual Pl ayer’ s Meeting, Boar n EIl e
‘: Wednesday, October 14", Awards B R AN i

recipients included Hall of Fame
Inductee — Greatest Player Category —

Robin Dodson. Tournament Director .
Steve Tipton handed DI ect
Award to WPBA Pro Caroline Pao, and ! ' ~
WPBA Board President Dawn Hopkins
gavet he President’'s Award for excell
Herndon and Kristi Carter. A wond

Following the Banquet, Chinook Winds
held a Celebrity Charity Pro-Am that
evening, benefi ti
Robin Dodson treated fans and players

Pl

alike by joining in the Pro Am.
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Match play began at 10: 00am today, and t h eplayed dgintenha me n
San Diego Classic earlier this year. She’s been bus
JC Billiards & Club. We had one rookie player, Michelle Cortez who qualified for this event. Pooldawg.com presented
free web streaming during the non-televised portion of this event and the first web match of the day saw the
af orementioned Jennifer Chen versus Canada’s Brittal
Brittany 9-7. The first upset of the day came with Regional Tour player, Rachel Eliazar defeating the always tough top

Pr o, Mel i ssa “The Viper” Little, in their first roun
Tracie Hines who has had an excellent season so far. Stephanie Mitchell, another top Regional Tour player, defeated
Japan’s Kyoko Sone who had a great tournament in Col

who’ d had "aplack finisht atitbetCO @assi§ was disappointed after losing in her first round match versus
Bonnie Plowman. Finally, the biggest upset came when four-time Collegiate Champion Eleanor Callado defeated top
seeded Helena Thornfeldt 9-6.

One of the highlight matches during the 7:45pm rounds was between the 2009 San Diego Classic Champion, Monica

Webb and former World 9 Ball Champion and newly naturalized United States Citizen, Julie Kelly (Congratulations on

taking your oath, Julie!). The match was close from the start as each traded games all the way through the first 14
games. Julie was in the zone and stepped it up, making an amazing shot on the 2 ball caroming it into the 9 in game 15

to reach the hill. Monica had an opportunity to tie it up at hill-hill but scratched giving Julie ball in hand with just 2 balls
lefttowin9-7. Ei ght competitors had been eliminated Thursda
invitation into the final WPBA Tournament of the season, the 2009 WPBA Tour Championships. The top 48 ranked
players after the TC will earn their exemption for 2010, so every point counts in this event. Liz Taylor, Kyoko Sone,

Tracie Hines, Liz Cole, Val Finnie, Melissa Little, Helena Thornfeldt and Heather Lloyd, all survived their 9:30pm matches

to move on in the event.

Day two began early with all players, fans and staff knowing the long day they faced ahead of them. The web streaming

ki cked off with Jennifer Barretta versus Alaska’'s Ail
and moved on in the tournament, winning 9-7 with Aileen finishing just out of the money along with Cathy Metzinger,

Joanne Ashton, Michelle Cortez, Erica Testa, Naomi Williams, Tina Hess and Melissa Morris. Ewa Laurance came upon

fellow Pro, Val Finnie on the one loss side. Val took an early and commanding lead but Ewa always proves tough in any

match and pulled to within one. Val would not be denied and won the match 9-7, leaving Ewa to finish tied for 33™

along with top pHanblacslauta bndtle JermifertChem Biguki Sakdiynd Liz Taylor.

The big story of this event was when Monica Webb forf
side. Monica had come into this event feeling ill and although she tried to press on, she ran out of steam. She finished

tied for 25 along with Tamara Rademakers, Melissa Herndon, Kyoko Sone, Heather Pulford, Rhio Flores, Belinda

Calhoun, and Val Finnie.

The3“r ound of the winner’s bracket mat che sViibnigagrealandn e a
Gerda Hofstatter, as Gerda emerged the victor after a thrilling hill-hill match. Iris Ranola defeated Julie Kelly, while the

speed match of the round went to Karen Corr who defeated Megan Smith, 9-1. Xiaoting Pan matched up against Dawn
Hopkins, and XTP won 9-3. Kelly Fisher won 9-7 against Yu Ram Cha; Allison Fisher defeated her compatriot Kim Shaw,

also 9-7, while two hill-hill matches played out between Jasmin Ouschan vs. Sarah Rousey and Ga Young Kim vs. Line

Kjorsvik. Jasmin emerged victorious while Ga Young was thrown into the one loss side after Line won their match based

on excellent playing.

Congratulations to the following players on a great 17" place finish; Kim Jones, Helena Thornfeldt, Yu Ram Cha, Brittany
Bryant, Sarah Rousey, Liz Ford, Melissa Little and Julie Kelly.
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The round featuring the Final 16 ran late into the evening with the tightest of the 8 featured matches being Kim Shaw vs.

Jasmin Quschan. Their match went hill-hill with Jasmin squeaking the match out. Allison Fisher defeated Megan Smith
9-5 but this was certainly a fantastic finish for Megan. Line Kjorsvik advanced by defeating Dawn Hopkins 9-7, and
Jenni fer Chen, who’d been absent for most arfatchtaghinsts
Iris Ranola 9-1. Gerda Hofstatter once again put herself in contention for a title as she sent Sarah Rousey home, 9-2 and
Xiaoting Pan proved too much for Eleanor Callado winning 9-3. A great finish for Eleanor though! The two heavy-weight
matches were between Karen Corr vs. Vivian Villarreal and Kelly Fisher vs. Ga Young Kim. Vivian fought valiantly but was
unable to top the Irish Invader, who won 9-7. Kelly toughed it out with Ga Young, but the Little Devil Girl was prepared

for the duel and defeated Kelly 9-7 . Our Quarter final mat ches were set

The first Quarterfinal match-up featured the 2009 WPBA Great Lakes Classic Champion, Jasmin Ouschan, and the Semi-
Finalist from the 2008 WPBA Carolina Classic, Line Kjorsvik. The two ladies lagged and Line won the right to break the
first game. She pocketed a ball on the break but was forced to push out and Jasmin stepped up for the first time in this
match and surveyed the result. Line had left Jasmin a jump shot which Jasmin accepted and although she hit the ball,
she did not pocket it. Line snookered Jasmin again but Jasmin kicked 2 rails and made the ball in the side pocket with
position for a 2/9 combination which she successfully made to take the first game of the match.

Jasmin took a 2-0 lead but Line fought back to tie it up at 2 all after some fantastic safety play. The two traded the next

couple of games and at 3 all, Line broke but Steve

open pocket for the one, and her only options were to play a safe or try a 2/4 combination into the side. She chose the
combination, with great position for the 1 in the corner pocket and the two ball in line with that shot. Position from the
2 to the 3 came up a bit short, she left herself more angle to the outside than she wanted. She pocketed the ball but got

S

further out of | ine on the 5. Proving the old adag:t

back cut on the 6 ball into the side pocket. Line stepped up, fired the 6 into the side with reverse English, sending the
cue ball to the end rail then straight back for the 7 in the opposite side pocket, with perfect position the rest of the way
to take her first lead of the match, up 4-3. Line had the opportunity to take a 2 game lead but after pocketing the 5 ball,
snookered herself behind the 7 and ended up giving Jasmin ball in hand to run out and tie the match at 4 all.

Jasmin’s moment um wa s xtewm gardes tn ieachahe hillsup &4. hMne broketintgame I1,dbut
missed the 3 ball. Jasmin ran to the 6 ball but had no open shot and played a very poor safety giving Line a tough but
open shot. Unfortunately, shape to the 7 would prove to be very difficult with the way it was laid out, and Line took her
extension to figure out what she wanted to do. She tried for the cross side bank shot, missed and Jasmin was left with a
long shot into the corner pocket and difficult shape to the 7. Playing the force follow, she gave herself a thin cut on the
7, needing to go up and down table with the cue ball for shape back on the 8. Confidently she made the ball, ran out
and won the match 7-4 leaving Line to finish tied for 5™

For Ga Young Kim, 2009 has been a banner season with two consecutive WPBA Titles to her credit. The US Open and
Colorado Classic Champion comes into this Quarterfinal #2 undefeated, facing arguably the greatest woman pool player
and 2009 BCA Hall of Fame Inductee, Allison Fisher. Allison is looking for her first WPBA win this year, but the 2009
World Games Gold Medalist knows how to rise to the occasion and the match should be hotly contested.

Steve introduced both players to cheers and a standing ovation and each stepped up to lag for the break. The crowd
oohed and aahed as Ga Young's ball stopped about
rest | ess t h aAlisobddrokef butecratchedastwololdett balls fell. Ga Young had ball in hand and made
quick work of a 2/9 combination to take the first game in record time, less than one minute, up 1-0. She broke in game
two, made the 1 ball and had an open table and before Allison knew what hit her, Ga Young was up 2-0 . Al i
going to be shown up and after making the one ball on the break, was left with a 2/9 combo which she pocketed to
make it 1-2.
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Ga Young scratched on her break in game 3, and once again the 2 ball was lined up with the 9 for a combination. Allison
merely had to make the one and bring the cue ball down-table for the duck, and after only 5 minutes of play, we were at

2al. Al'1'i son took advantage of the momentum and won t

match get away from her and tied things up at 4-4. The two traded games until Allison reached the hill up 6-5.

Ga Young enjoyed the break in game 12 and nearly made the 9 but had a tough shot on the 1 after pocketing the 8 off of
her break. She chose to duck the cue ball behind a large cluster of object balls, forcing Allison to choose between a kick
and a jump. She chose the jumper even though the cue ball was very close to the 6. Ga Young smiled wryly as Allison
not only hit the one but sent it off the bottom rail, into the side pocket! Allison waved her hand in apology then made a

beauti ful thin cut on the 2 ball. Her cue ball got
eye as she made it, with shape on the 4. She needed only the 5/6/7 & 9 ball to defeat the hottest player on the
Women’s tour, but she cut that s ho rtableibtythe® batlanditdiga t h e
Tiger Woods “Nike” slow roll, finally falling and

Quarterfinals#3 s aw t he return of Tai wan’'s Jenni fer Chen to

he

.
C

Al l

1

up her new billiard establishment, JC Billiards & CI

through the brackets to reach her first TV round in quite some time. Meanwhile, Karen Corr was looking for her first
WPBA Title in 2 years and had put herself in contention several times this season, coming closest as the Runner-up at
the WPBA's US Open 9 Ball Championshi ps.

Jennifer won the lag and broke but made nothing and Karen stepped up to make her way through the tricky layout that
resulted. With determination in her eyes, she made quick work of things to take the first game of the match, 1-0. She
had the break advantage in game 2 and had a wide open table after pocketing two balls. She missed the 5 ball cut up
the side rail, sending it wide but leaving Jennifer with a rail to rail cut shot that she missed, giving Karen another
opportunity back at the table. The result was a long cut draw shot, with her cue ball perfectly coming off the side rail for
shape on the 8 and the 9 to take the fast 2-0 lead. She extended that to 3-0 and in game 4 Karen broke but failed to
pocket a ball. After a safety exchange, Jennifer gainedtheadvant age but wunfortunat el
just as Jennifer was shooting the 5 ball and she walked back to her chair in disgust. Karen had a kick shot on the 5 which
to her credit she made, and ran out to make it 4-0. Steve admonished the crowd and warned that all cameras would be
banned if it happened again.

Jennifer had something to prove as she broke, deliberately making her way through the rack. Her shape to the 7 was
suspect evidenced by the fact she missed the cut shot. Karen was forced to duck the cue ball behind the 9 and Jennifer
pulled out her jump cue. She took dead aim, jacked up and nailed the 7 ball center into the side pocket! The crowd
cheered, but then emotions ran the other way as they groaned in unison when Jennifer rattled the 8 ball in the corner
pocket. Karen ran out and it was 5-0 then suddenly Jennifer found herself down 0-6 with the break in game 7. Although
she made a ball, she was forced to play a safe. Karen hit the 1 ball but scratched as the 9 crawled near the bottom
corner pocket. There was no combination shot to be had as most of the balls were at the opposite end of the table, so
Jennifer began the task of running out. Jennifer slow rolled the 7 ball and it drifted off, rattling in the corner pocket.
Karen ran out to win 7-0 and advance to the Semi Finals.

Quarterfinal #4: Gerda Hofstatter has been one of the steadiest players on the WPBA, having been featured on TV many
times in the past year and a half and ranked in the top 10 consistently for over 10 years. But not since 2000 has she won
a WPBA Title and once again she’s fighting her way
year’s WPBA Colorado Cl assi c, wo n ¢om 9 BallCeamgionshipis and was i
poised to make another run for the trophy.
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Gerda won the lag and we were off. She failed to pocket a ball on her break, leaving Xiaoting a long tough shot on the
one ball into the opposite corner pocket. She chose insteadtoplayasafet y but didn’t snooker
wanted to. The shot Gerda faced was no joy though and her return safety came up short. Xiaoting played the 1 into the
side but missed it so badly it came off the point back into the corner pocket. She gained shape on the 2 and continued
on calmly. The crowd groaned as she missed a touchy 3 ball allowing Gerda to come back to the table and run out to
take the first game, 1-0. After Gerda won game two when Xiaoting snookered herself late in the rack, she broke and ran
in game 3 to take a quick 3-0 lead. Xiaoting fought back to within one game, and broke in game 6. She came up dry but
Gerda had no shot and Xiaoting was able to get back to the table and begin running out to tie up the match. She
pocketed the one, then the two ball and came off of the 2 to hit the 9 which nearly dropped! The crowd oohed and
aahed as Xiaoting drew the cue ball off the 3 nearly making the 9 carom shot but instead left an open shot for Gerda.
She ended up out of line on the 8 but made the thin cut confidently to retake a 2 game lead, up 4-2.

After several safety exchanges and great shot making, Gerda found herself on the hill, up 6-2, to advance into another

Semi Final match this season. Gerda broke but failed to make a ball. The 8/9 were locked together near the foot-spot.
Xiaoting made the 1 into the side pocket forcing following 3 rails around the table for a thin cut on the 2. From there,
Xiaoting played perfect position, shooting the 8 into the side pocket and finally sinking the 9 to post her 3™ game of the
match, still down 3-6 but had the break in game 10. She pocketed a ball but had to play a safe which came up woefully

short. Gerda had a touchy cut into the side, which rattled in and out. She gota littleluckythough as she di
Xiaoting an open shot, instead Xiaoting started another short lived safety exchange after Gerda blinked first. Xiaoting
pocketed the one neatly, nearly making the 9 in the process. She then continued on in the rack, getting more confident

with each stroke and ran out to get within 2 games, down 4-6. Gerda failed to pocket a ball on her break and Xiaoting

played out a tough but beautiful run out to get back within one game, 5-6!

Xiaoting had the break in game 12, pocketing a ball with a wide open table layout. She had no problem as her
confidence built and ran out to tie up the match, hill-hill. Gerda had the break in game 13 and although she made a ball,
had no open shot on the 1. She chose to push out, separating the cue and the one by a full length of the table both near
the first spot on each end rail. Xiaoting was indecisive, but finally chose to give the option back to Gerda. Gerda played
a beautiful safety, forcing Xiaoting to kick at it which she did successfully, leaving the ball safe in the process. She
massed off the side rail, hitting the backside of the 1 into the 8 ball, but her cue ball got away from her and scratched in
the other corner pocket as the crowd groaned. Xiaoting took ball in hand with an easy layout to take this match away
from Gerda who saw a four game lead evaporate by attrition. Xiaoting finished the match out, coming back from a four
game deficit to reach the Semi Finals and leave Gerda disappointed, tied for 5.

Allison Fisher, arguablythegr eat est f emal e pl ayer of our era or any
since last year at the WPBA Great Lakes Classic. Meanwhile, Jasmin Ouschan was looking for the opportunity to win her
2" WPBA event this season. Both competitors came into the first Semi Final match undefeated.

Jasmin won the lag as the crowd got ready for what they anticipated would be a great match. She pocketed a ball on

her break but was forced to push out with no shot on the 1 ball. Allison began a safety battle on the elusive ball. After
sever al rally’ s, Jasmin finally blinked first giwing
blood in this match. She ran her way to the 7 ball, with good position to draw off the side rail for the 8 but overcut it as it
jawed out of the pocket. She left Jasmin with no choice but to play safe, leaving both balls the full length of the table

apart. Allison went for the cut shot but the 7 rattled and Jasmin ran out to take the first game, 1-0. The two traded

games until Jasmin was up 3-2. Allison broke in game 6 and with the crowd cheering, the 9 headed for the corner

pocket, getting some extra help from the 7 ball! We were tied again at 3 all.
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't was Jasmi ns’ imbthedatdedpugon thenspot. lasmin madddaibadl but was forced to push out,
and thinking about what she wanted to do, was forced to take her extension. Allison took the option, playing safe and
the chess game was on. Allison blinked first and Jasmin took advantage by running out to take back the one game lead,
up 4-3. Allison broke and nearly made the 9 again, but was forced to play safe. After a short exchange on the 2, Jasmin
earned an open shot on the ball, sinking it and continued to the 3 ball, which was in line with the 9 and she went for it,
making a great 3/9 combination. Allison chose to take a break at this stage with the score at 5-3. Allison made a
position error in game 9, giving Jasmin the easy out to reach the hill first.

Game 10 saw Allison break, but she failed to make a ball. Having no other option, Jasmin pushed out leaving Allison
with a bank shot that she sank dead center of the side pocket. The crowd stood in unison as Allison ran out and sank the
9 and win her 4™ game of the match. We were now at 6-4, with Jasmin on the hill and with the break. The cue ball
jumped straight up as it hit the rack but nothing dropped, allowing Allison the opportunity to get back to within one
game. She smartly pocketed the 3 ball, but the four ball ran away from her a bit, leaving her a touchy cut shot into the
side pocket. She overcut it slightly, leaving a sitting duck for Jasmin to take this match and move into her second Finals
of this season. She pocketed the 9 ball and the final score was 7-4.

Xiaoting Pan posted a thrilling come from behind victory on Saturday after staring down 4 match points. She hoped to
build on that momentum to win her first WPBA Title si
she faced off against Karen Corr who over the years has amassed an impressive array of titles and is destined for both

the BCA and WPBA Hall of Fame. Karencameoffofa7-0 per f or mance from Saturday’s
up finish at the 2009 WPBA US Open 9 Ball Championships.

Xiaoting put her object ball on the rail to win the lag, then broke and made a ball but she rattled the 2 ball. Karen
stepped up to run out but missed the 6, but Mocketthdti ng’
just missed its’ mar k, all owing Karen back at the t al
enjoyed the break advantage in game 2 but nothing dropped. The one ball shot was wide open for Xiaoting although the

layout demanded a soft touch for shape from the 2 to the 3 ball. She had no problems and continued to run out and tie

the match up at 1 all. Xiaoting broke but scratched in the subsequent game and Karen ran out to go up 2-1. The two

traded games untilthescorewas 4 al |l . It Xiaoting' s break in game 9
was left with a spot shot style hit on the 1. She made that, moving on for good position to the 2 and no other major

problems to face in this layout, sinking the 9 ball to go up 5-4. Karen broke but again was denied as nothing fell. The

table layout was not as easy as before for Xiaoting though, as the 4 and 8 were tied up with each other. Xiaoting

perhaps felt that pressure as she missed the 1 ball. Karenranout t o t he 6 but someone’ s ¢
getting up to let the offender turn off their phone, she chose to keep shooting and missed the 6 ball. Xiaoting ran out

and reached the hill, 6-4.

Karen would not go away and after Xiaoting missed the 5 ball in game 11, Karen ran out to get back within one game,

down 5-6 and with the break in game 12.. She made a ball but was left jacked up over the 3 with a safety shot on the 1.

She executed it perfectly, but she was left smiling wryly as Xiaoting kicked at the 1 and made the 3 off of it into the side.
Karen’s wry smile widened as Xiaoting jawed the 1 bal
cue ball came down for perfect shape on the 2. Xiaoting nudge the 3 ball closer to the 9 and after pocketing the 2, shot

the 3/9 combination bank shot into the side pocket to win the match, 7-5.

The Finals — 2009 WPBA Pacific Coast Classic

For Xiaoting Pan, this was her first chance to win a WPBA Tour event since 2008. For Jasmin, this was her opportunity to
win her second title of this year. Both came into this match undefeated and both were shooting lights out.
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Xiaoting won the lag and ran out to post the first game of the match, up 1-0. Jasmin broke in game two but came up dry
but Xiaoting missed the 2/4 combination, giving Jasmin another chance at the table. The layout was wide open, and she
went on to run out and tie the match at 1 all.

Xiaoting went up 2-1 but Jasmin stormed back to take the lead at 3-2. She had the break advantage in game 6 and

pocketed the 8 ball with tough position on the 1 ball. She played a safe, sending the cue ball up table to nestle behind

the 5. Xiaoting tried the 3 rail bank shot but missed by a wide margin giving Jasmin ball in hand who ran out to take a 2

game lead, up 4-2 . Xiaoting broke, but came up empty, a shor't
safety on the 1 ball, she knocked in the 9 to get back within one game, down 3-4. Jasmin broke but failed to make a

ball, but Xiaoting had no shot. Her safety came up short and Jasmin began running out till she got to the 6 ball. As she

tried for her draw shot off the 6, she miscued, leaving a shot for Xiaoting who ran out to tie up the match at 4 all. The
twotraded the next few games but Jasmin’'s safety pbay a

Jasmin broke in game 13 and although she made a ball, missed the 2 ball playing position for the 4. Xiaoting was left to

play a one rail kick slider on the ball and made it with great position to the 4. She took a quick look at the 6 which was

tied up awkwardly with the 9, and missed the 4, |l eavi
stepped up, shook the nerves out and made the 4/9 to win her second tournament of the year!

Dee Pigsley; Chairperson of the Siletz Tribe of Oregon, presented our
winner and runner up with their custom made Pendleton blankets
and blown glass trophy bowls. Many thanks go out to Chinook Winds
Casino Resort, especially Josh Blacketer and Kelli Duhamel of the
Marketing Department. The staff here at the casino was wonderful
and treated our staff and players well. The shot clock volunteers
provided by Merle & Boomer Humphries were a fantastic group of
people and we hope to see them next year!

Thanks to our sponsors; The American Poolplayers Association, Aramith, Brunswick, Cuetec, Pooldawg.com, Mueller
Recreational Products and Simonis Cloth, for their continued support of the WPBA.
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