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November 12th, 2009 – Hollywood, FL:  This WPBA event began Thursday at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino in 

earnest as 64 of the top ranked players for 2009 compete for much more than just the title.  Rankings after this event 

will determine what 48 players will receive their Exemption to the 2010 WPBA season.   Held at the Hard Rock Live, the 

WPBA Tour Championships is being held side-by-side with the Steve Mizerak 10 Ball Championships, produced by the 

Seminole Hard Rock.  The WPBA Tour Championships is being streamed live over the web for free thanks to 

Pooldawg.com, Presenting Sponsor for Web Streaming 2009.   

Wednesday evening featured a celebrity Charity Pro 

Am to benefit Vivian’s Kidz hosted by former Miami 

Heat Pro, Jason Mashburn.  Prior to the Pro-Am, the 

WPBA  gave The Most Improved Player award to 

Canada’s Denise Belanger, whose improvement from 

the rankings at year end 2008 to now earned her the 

award.  Rookie of the Year honors went to another 

Canadian, Veronique Menard.  The WPBA also 

honored Mr. James Bakula, formerly of Brunswick 

Billiards, with the 2009 WPBA Hall of Fame Trophy for 

Meritorious Service.   

Mr. Bakula was instrumental in supporting Women’s Professional Billiards and 

our organization.   

The Charity Celebrity Pro Am was tons 

of fun, and alongside the team play, 

there was a silent auction with great sports and TV memorabilia which in total 

raised a lot of money for Vivian’s Kidz Charity.  Pictured is Vivian attempting to 

shark Allison while one of Allison’s Pro Am team partners pulls Vivian away!  

 

 

There was only one major upset in the first round of play when veteran WPBA player and Hall of Famer, Vicki Paski 

defeated one of the shining stars of the next generation, Sarah Rousey, hill-hill. There were quite a few exciting hill-hill 

matches featured in the first round including Anna Kostanian vs. Monica Webb, Tracie Hines vs. Val Finnie, Belinda 

Calhoun vs. Allison Fisher, Julie Kelly vs. Cathy Metzinger and Eleanor Callado vs. Kelly Fisher.  Monica, Tracie, Allison, 

Julie and Kelly all advanced but certainly each was tested to the fullest.  
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The second round, 8pm matches heated up considerably with the stunning hill-hill match between Japan’s Kyoko Sone 

and the current #1 Ranked Player, Ga Young Kim.  Kyoko came out the victor between the two, sending Ga Young to the 

one loss side for the first time in several tournaments.  The next volley was lobbed by Angel Paglia when she defeated 

veteran Helena Thornfeldt, 9-5.  Angel jumped out to a 6-0 lead and held strong but Helena fought back to 4-7 midway 

through the match, breaking and running 3 racks out of her 5 games.  Angel reached the hill first and Helena could only 

post one more before Angel struck the final blow by breaking & running in the final rack to advance to the third round.   

The 10pm match-ups saw Julie Kelly lose to Kelly Fisher, while Monica Webb advanced versus Nicole Keeney.  

Jeanette Lee, who earlier today unveiled the custom-made Orange County Chopper 

“Black Widow Bike” commissioned by her sponsor, Liquid Wick, defeated Laura 

Smith to advance to the third round.  Karen Corr, Xiaoting Pan, Gerda Hofstatter, 

Jasmin Ouschan, Allison Fisher were among those that also advanced to the 3rd 

round.   

Friday morning 11:00am; the tension was high; there was a lot at stake for many of 

these players in the one loss side, several of whom are “on the bubble” on the 2009 WPBA Rankings.  Only the top 48 

ranked players after this event will earn their exemption for 2010.  The first web match of the day featured four-time 

Collegiate Champion Eleanor Callado shooting against Canada’s Cathy Metzinger.  Eleanor played strong, and won 

convincingly 9-3.  Next up was crowd favorite Sarah Rousey (Sponsored by Pooldawg.com who is also the Presenting 

Sponsor for Web Streaming) versus veteran player Liz Taylor, who had a fantastic  5th place tie finish at the WPBA 

Colorado Classic in September.    Sarah had lost her first round match to veteran Vicki Paski hill-hill, and could not shake 

the tenacious Taylor off track.  Liz took advantage of the opportunities she received and defeated Sarah, also hill-hill, 

sending Sarah home two & out. The WPBA’s Most Improved Player 2009, Denise Belanger, played a tough match against 

Borderline Billiards co-owner, Janet Atwell but in the end, defeated Janet 9-7.  Meanwhile, Ga Young Kim played against 

Anna Kostanian in the 2nd round one loss side.  Ga Young had lost to Kyoko Sone on Thursday but wasn’t about to make 

an early exit, beating Anna 9-4.  Back at the web table, Jennifer Barretta matched up against the 2008 APA U.S. Amateur 

National Champion, Amy Chen, and defeated her 9-5.   

The WPBA will see some fresh faces on the exemption list including Holly Sholes, Michell Monk and Eleanor Callado.  

Their accomplishment is made more special since all three lost their first round matches to top players; Michell lost to 

Karen Corr,  Eleanor lost to Kelly Fisher and Holly lost to Kim Shaw.  They’ve all barreled their way through the one loss 

side and can now say they are WPBA Pro’s for 2010, congratulations!  Michell moved on to Saturday’s round of 24 while 

Eleanor and Holly finished tied for 25th.  

The Final 16 on the winner’s bracket side shaped up as follows:  Vivian Villarreal, who’d defeated a tough Kim Shaw hill-

hill; Kyoko Sone, who’d beating Ga Young in their 2nd round match, won against veteran Melissa Herndon 9-3; Allison 

Fisher found herself doing battle with Arizona’s Angel Paglia but won 9-6; Jasmin Ouschan took care of Holland’s’ 

Tamara Rademakers 9-1; Karen Corr rolled through to the Final 16 against Liz Ford 9-3; Tracie Hines, who was having a 

great season, took care of Gerda Hofstatter, winning 9-7; Xiaoting Pan defeated the defending Tour Champion Monica 

Webb 9-7 and finally an exciting match between Kelly Fisher and Jeanette Lee that saw Kelly pull ahead and win 9-6.  
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There were 24 players left standing to face Saturday’s match ups.  The day began with the first four matches starting at 

Noon, with the web match featuring Jeanette Lee and My-Hanh Lac.  The other three matches saw Melissa Little battle it 

out with Gerda Hofstatter; Liz Ford matched up against the #1 ranked player Ga Young Kim and the defending 

Champion, Monica Webb faced off against Florida player Michell Monk (pictured left) who has earned an exemption 

with her solid play this season.  

Early on, all four matches stayed close showcasing the fact that the overall level of competitiveness on the WPBA has 

increased several notches.  Ga Young felt the pressure from Liz Ford as she matched her game for game through the first 

10; Ga Young turned on the afterburners though and took command, defeating Liz 9-6.  My-Hanh took an early 3-1 lead 

over Jeanette but Jeanette fought back and ultimately won 9-5.  Melissa Little got out of the gate strong against Gerda 

and before you could say break and run, Melissa finished off the match at 9-4.  The big story came with Michell Monk 

who had taken an early lead over Monica and never looked, playing focused to reach the hill, up 8-6.   She ran to an 

awkward 8 ball, made the shot but the 9 in the side was tricky and she missed. The crowd gasped as Monica also missed, 

hanging the 9 in the corner pocket and Michell stepped up to sink the ball and knock the defending Champion out of the 

event and advances into the final 16.   

The 2:00pm round web streamed match up was between Norway’s Line Kjorsvik and WPBA Board Secretary Melissa 

Herndon.  Line played very well and Melissa appeared to have some issues with her eye (something scratching her 

cornea).  The combination of the two allowed Line to advance into the final 16 by the score of 9-4. Meanwhile, Billiard 

Education Foundation Executive Chairperson Laura Smith has had a great season and this tournament added to it.  She 

faced off against the always tough Kim Shaw, winning 9-7 in a hard fought match.   Holland’s Tamara Rademakers, who 

has earned her exemption for 2010, played Southern California’s Melissa Morris, who has also earned her exemption for 

next year.  Melissa ran out of steam early on and Tamara won 9-4.  Finally, New Yorker Jennifer Barretta matched up 

against Angel Paglia. Angel had defeated Helena Thornfeldt earlier in the tournament and gave Allison Fisher a run for 

her money in the 3rd round winner’s bracket match.  She continued that strong play against Jennifer and won 9-6.  

The redraw resulted in some interesting match ups – Jeanette Lee vs. Kyoko Sone; Jasmin Ouschan vs. Line Kjorsvik; 

Allison Fisher vs. Michell Monk (also the web match up); Karen Corr vs. Ga Young Kim; Vivian Villarreal vs. Melissa Little; 

Xiaoting Pan vs. Laura Smith; Tamara Rademakers vs. Kelly Fisher and Tracie Hines vs. Angel Paglia.  

Karen was quietly making her way through the tournament as she usually does, and she took a 6-3 lead over Ga Young 

Kim.  Ga Young fought back, and the two ground their way to a hill-hill score, but Karen gained the advantage and won 

the match 9-8. Laura Smith showed no nerves as she gained a 3-1 advantage over Xiaoting Pan but Xiaoting came back 

to take a 5-4 lead.  From there it was all Xiaoting and she advances after defeating Laura 9-4.  Kelly Fisher made quick 

work versus Tamara Rademakers and was the first to finish the final 16 round, beating Tamara 9-3.  Jeanette Lee jumped 

to a 6-3 lead versus Kyoko Sone, who had defeated Ga Young Kim earlier in the tournament.  Kyoko couldn’t seem to get 

anything going and soon Jeanette closed out the match to advance, winning 9-3. Vivian Villarreal and Melissa Little’s 

match was a hotly contested from the start as they each took several leads for 14 games.  Vivian stepped up her game 

and won 9-7. Michell Monk took a 3-1 lead over Allison but just as she got a rhythm going in their match, a spectator 

took a photo that flashed right in her eyes and from that point, Michell just couldn’t refocus, as Allison took full 

advantage and closed out their match, 9-4. Tracie Hines started off her match well against Angel Paglia although it was 

close early on.  Tracie pulled away, commenting a little later that “I’m playing the best I’ve ever played” and won 9-5. 
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We were down to the final 8 by 8:00pm on Saturday.  Karen Corr faced off against Kelly Fisher on the web streaming 

table; Vivian Villarreal and Jeanette Lee, who always seem to play each other in the later rounds of tournaments but 

who are crowd favorites; Jasmin Ouschan collided with Allison Fisher and finally, Tracie Hines matched up against 

Xiaoting Pan.   

Vivian had jumped out to a 4-2 lead and was on the verge of making that 5-2 but missed the 7 ball.  The momentum shift 

was huge as Jeanette took advantage of every opportunity and closed out the match 9-5.  Jasmin played focused, 

intense pool against Allison, taking a quick 5-1 lead.  After snapping the 9 ball in game 10, Jasmin’s lead was 7-4 and 

although Allison fought back down 5-8, Jasmin proved too tough and won 9-5. Tracie Hines took an early lead on 

Xiaoting Pan, up 3-1 on the tough Asian player.  But the pressure was enormous on her, and although she reached the 

hill up 8-6, Xiaoting slugged her way to hill-hill after Tracie missed the 8 ball in game 15.  Xiaoting broke and ran in the 

last game to win the match.  Kelly Fisher was on fire against Karen Corr, jumping out to a 6-0 lead before Karen knew 

what hit her.  Even though Karen tried to climb her way out of the huge hole she was in, closing the gap to 5-8, nothing 

went her way as Kelly finished the match 9-5.  

Jasmin Ouschan came into this Semi Finals as the hottest player on the tour having won two events this season and 

looking for her first Major WPBA Title.  Meanwhile, Jeanette Lee has put herself in contention several times in the past 

couple of years, searching for her first title since 2001. An interesting side note: all four 5th place tie finishers had gone 

undefeated in the event until the Quarterfinals on Saturday night.  Jeanette Lee is the only player who had come from 

the one loss side to reach the Semi Finals.   Jasmin won the lag and we were off to the races!  

Jasmin pocketed the 8 ball and was left with a spot shot for the 1 in the corner.  Instead she chose to play a safe, 

although Jeanette could see the object ball.  She made an awesome long rail bank shot with perfect position on the 2.  

Taking a deep breath she continued with the 3 ball all the way to the 9, taking game one.  Jeanette broke in game two, 

made a ball but was forced to push out leaving Jasmin short rail to short rail for a potential bank in the side.  Instead, 

Jasmin forced a short safety on the pesky 1 ball, but blinked first allowing Jeanette an open shot and an open table.   Her 

position play from the 5 to the 6 came up a bit short and she overcut the thin cut.  Lady Luck was on her side and Jasmin 

could not see the full ball but her safety attempt was poor and Jeanette had another open shot on the table.  She let out 

a loud sigh of relief since the cue ball was all of 3” from the 6 with an awkward cut long to the corner pocket and it sank 

dead center.  She once again left herself short on the 9 ball but she cut it in successfully and she let out a “Yes!” to take a 

2-0 lead.   

Jeanette would not be discouraged and after some great safety play and taking advantage of opportunities, tied up the 

match at 2 all and from there, the two players traded games for the rest of the match.  With the score at 4 all, Jasmin 

put together a tough break and run rack to go up 5-4 and had ball in hand in game 10 after Jeanette scratched off of her 

break.  She ran out and reached the hill first 6-4 as the crowd applauded.  Jasmin was forced to push out after pocketing 

2 balls on the break but couldn’t see the 2 and left the cue ball dead on the rail with the 2 up-table for a tough cut.  

Jeanette played pocket speed and although she missed, left nothing for Jasmin who began a safety battle.  They went 

back and forth on both the 2 ball and the 4 ball for several rounds until Jeanette kicked at the 4 one short rail, sending it 

up table and back down for a kick cross-rail bank shot that had the crowd cheering.  She even left herself perfect on the 

5 ball!  She ran out and was back to within one game down 5-6 with the break in game 12.  Jeanette broke and made a 

ball, with an open table knowing she had what it takes to tie the match up and come back to win.  She pocketed each 

ball methodically and we were now tied at hill-hill!  Jasmin had the break in the final game, and pocketed a ball but was 

left with a safety which she executed very well.  Jeanette was forced to kick one long rail and missed it entirely; giving 

Jasmin ball in hand and the opportunity to take this match and move into her 3rd Finals of 2009. 
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Kelly Fisher, the 2008 Player of the Year, and Xiaoting Pan, the number 2 ranked player on tour for 2009, were both 

looking for their first win of this season. What better place than the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino for the 2009 

WPBA Tour Championships?   

With the camera’s rolling and the crowd rooting on their favorite player, Semi Final #2 began with the lag for the break. 

Kelly Fisher won the lag and pocketed a ball to get things rolling.  She missed the 2 ball though but left a tough cut for 

Xiaoting, who chose to play a safety.  Kelly’s poor return safety resulted in a potential 2/9 combination although it 

wasn’t an easy one for Xiaoting who lined up the shot carefully.  Without batting an eye, she made it dead center and 

took the first game of the match.  Xiaoting broke in game two but was forced to push out leaving Kelly a long cut on the 

1.  She made it perfectly but the shape she was forced to take on the 2 was less than ideal so she played a safe, starting 

a safety battle between the two competitors.  Kelly found herself with a tough long shot but snookered herself on the 3 

ball and missed the one rail kick shot giving Xiaoting ball in hand.  Xiaoting ran out to take the 2-0 lead.  

Kelly scratched and scraped her way through the next few racks, still down 2-3 but never out.  However, Xiaoting had 

the break in game 6 and after pocketing a ball, made a 2/9 combination to take a 2 game lead, up 4-2. Xiaoting took 

advantage of Kelly’s miss in game 7 to go up 5-2 but Kelly actually slowed down her game play in game 8, playing to the 

6/9 combination which she pocketed to add another game to the score, but still down 3-5.  Xiaoting would reach the hill, 

6-3 and had the break in game 10 but failed to make a ball.  The crowd called out “Come on, Kelly!”; no one wanted to 

see the match end just yet. Kelly ran out to the 3, made the ball but missed shape badly on the 4 and missed the 2 rail 

kick giving Xiaoting ball in hand. She ran out and won 7-3 to reach her second Finals of this year.   

The Finals were set as two fierce competitors entered the arena, ready to do battle for the title of the 2009 WPBA Tour 

Champion.  Jasmin Ouschan is coming into this final poised to win her third WPBA title of the season, and Xiaoting was 

looking for her first win since the 2008 BCA Generationpool.com event.   

The crowd was amped up and ready for a great match as the competitors stepped into the arena for the lag which 

Jasmin won.  She broke and pocketed two balls; the table layout was wide open with one exception, the 2 ball which 

was tied up with an unmake-able combo so Jasmin elected to play safe.  Xiaoting kicked at the 2 ball, hitting it but 

leaving Jasmin an open shot for the side pocket.  Jasmin ran out to take the first game of the match.  Xiaoting broke and 

was forced to play a safety, and after a short exchange, Jasmin gained the advantage by making a tough cut on the 1 

ball.  She earned decent position on the 2 but missed it, perhaps thinking too much about getting to the 3 ball.  Xiaoting 

took advantage of the error, running out to the 7 but she snookered herself behind the 9.  She jumped and made the 7 

in the side but the cue ball came right back around behind the 9 again!  She chose to kick at it 2 rails and missed the ball 

entirely giving Jasmin ball in hand for the easy 1-2 punch to go up 2 games to nothing.  

Xiaoting found herself down 1-4 as she broke in game 6, pocketed a ball with position for the 2 and showed her stuff as 

she ran out and the score was now 4-2.  That’s 4 breaks and runs in 6 games! Jasmin broke and although she made a 

ball, was forced to play safe.  Xiaoting’s return safe came up dry as she left Jasmin a long shot on the 2.  Pocketing the 

ball, Jasmin continued on and ran out the rest of the rack to go up 5-2 on Xiaoting.  This was proving to be a fast match!  

Xiaoting’s break came up dry and the two became embroiled in a safety battle on the 3 ball.  Xiaoting blinked first, 

allowing Jasmin yet another run out opportunity which she took full advantage of, and was on the hill, up 6-2.   
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Jasmin broke and she pocketed a ball but missed the 1 ball which set off a safety battle 

between them.  Xiaoting ended up leaving Jasmin snookered behind the 7 and partially the 6 

ball for the 2, all lined up across the short side of the table.  The crowd cheered as Jasmin 

jumped the 7 ball, missing the 6 and hitting the 2 dead center of the side pocket for position on 

the next ball and she ran out for a final score of 7-2 and winning the title of the 2009 WPBA 

Tour Champion and her 3rd title of the season.  Could the 2009 Player of the Year award be far 

behind? We’ll have to wait and see!  That’s a wrap for the 2009 WPBA Season!  

As always, the WPBA would like to give many thanks to our hosts, the Seminole Hard Rock 

Hotel & Casino and staff, especially Tribal Chairman Mr. David Cypress, and all the folks at 

Seminole Media Productions; Elrod Bowers, Dennis Pellarin, Bobby Frank, Erica and Lakisha.  

Special thanks to all our shot clock volunteers, especially Janis Holliman who earns the diehard fan of the tournament 

award.  Thanks to Gene Weaver, APA League Operator here in the Ft. Lauderdale area.  To the fans, you rocked the Hard 

Rock!  And of course, to our sponsors:  The American Pooplayers Association, Aramith, Brunswick Billiards, Cuetec Cues, 

Mueller Recreational Products, Pooldawg.com and Simonis, Inc.  for another great season and their support of the 

Women’s Professional Billiard Association.   

 

 


