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The 2008 Great Lakes Classic 

Champion, Allison Fisher, would 

not see a repeat of her title 

 

 

 

 

WPBA Great Lakes Classic 

Tournament in Review 

Photos and story by Anne Craig ς WPBA 

 

As several of the WPBA Sponsors looked on with the capacity crowd at the Blue 

Chip Casino, Kelly Fisher and Jasmin Ouschan stepped up for the lag in the finals 

of the 2009 WPBA Great Lakes Classic.  Both had won events last year, and both 

were looking to win their first title of the new season.   If Kelly won this event, 

she would vault back into the #1 position by herself. If she came in second, she 

would be tied for 1st place with Ga Young Kim.   

 

Rewind to the beginning of this second Classic Tour stop of the 2009 WPBA 

season and the odds on favorite to win was not clear as most of the top players 

had been traveling for over a month to international events.  Who would be 

most affected by the grueling schedule and who would push through the 

fatigue to win?  

The Great Lakes Classic kicked off with a private V.I.P. Pro-Am hosted by The Blue Chip Casino.  The atmosphere 

as always was loose ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ 

teammates.  Here, Ga Young Kim flashes the peace sign with her Pro-Am 

partner.  

There were several players for whom the Great Lakes Classic is their first ever 

WPBA Event, true rookies!  Kathleen Moon and Rhio Flores, both qualifiers, 

ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ άƭǳŎƪȅέ ŘǊŀǿǎ όȅŜǎ LΩm being facetious), playing Vivian Villarreal and 

Karen Corr respectively.  Kathleen made a good go of it, but lost 9-5, and Rhio 

lost 9-3 to the always tough Corr. Tina Hess, the Mid-American Ladies 9 Ball Tour representative for this event, fell victim 

to two veteran MelissaΩs;  Melissa Little (The Viper) and Melissa Morris (whose father is Ned Morris of Morris Custom 

Cues).  Welcome to the WPBA ladies! 

bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tƻƻƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ƻǳǊ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘhis season, Liz Cole, had a great first match 

versus Ewa Laurance.  Ironically, Liz had drawn Ewa for her first round match last year at this event, and lost 9-4.  This 

year, however, was a different story as Liz turned the tables on the veteran, and defeated Ewa 9-4.  Iris Ranola, after 

winning her first round match, played versus Jeanette Lee, which was broadcast free over the internet thanks to our 

Presenting Sponsor for Web Streaming 2009, PoolDawg.com.  Other web matches included Jasmin Ouschan vs. Cristina 

DeLaGarza, and Sarah Rousey vs. Sarah Ellerby to name a few.   
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The All-Sarah-Special turned out to be one of the most interesting to view online.  

Rousey found herself down 1-6 to Ellerby, who was returning to the Tour since her 

last outing at the Carƻƭƛƴŀ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ΩлуΦ  .ǳǘ wƻǳǎŜȅ, never one to give up, took a 

break, came back and stormed to an 8-7 lead.   All looked to be done in game 16 and 

even though she ended up near the rail with an off angle that could lead to a scratch 

if she shot the 9 softly, she jacked up and 

instead of using a firm nip stroke, power 

stroked instead and the 9 rattled in and out of the pocket.  In game 17, 

Rousey had a safety play on the 6, but whether her confidence was shattered 

or perhaps tired from all the traveling shŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ 

flubbed the safety leaving Ellerby a simple combination to the 9 ball to win 

the match, 9-8.  Brutal indeed! 

From the new Stardust Convention Center at the Blue Chip Casino, day two began with a web match featuring 

rookie Kathleen Moon and Ewa Laurance.  Ewa showed no mercy and defeated the young qualifier 9-0.   

LǊƛǎ wŀƴƻƭŀΣ ǿƘƻΩŘ lost a tough match-up against Jeanette Lee in the 2nd 

round wiƴƴŜǊΩǎ ōǊŀŎƪŜǘΣ Ŏame back this day to face veteran player and 

Billiard Education Foundation Executive Director, Laura Smith. 

According to Iris, Laura played very well and defeated Iris 9-3.  While 

most of us who know Laura know how steady a player she is, many 

would still consider this a minor upset as Iris is one of the new stars of 

our tour.  Iris may have finally succumbed to the pressures of traveling 

ŀǎ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǇ tǊƻΩǎ ŦƻǊ 

various International events. Either way, she finishes disappointed, tied for 33rd.  Meanwhile, Laura went on to 

defeat Ewa Laurance in a fantastic hill-hill match and Laura would advance to the Final 16.  

wƻǳƴŘ о ǿƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ōǊŀŎƪŜǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƛŜǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ Ŧantastic web match between current #1 Ranked 

Monica Webb against up-and-comer Yu Ram Cha.  Both players were like dogs with bone, not yielding one to 

the other until the score was 6-р aƻƴƛŎŀΦ  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ aƻƴƛŎŀΩǎ ƎŀƳŜ as 

Yu Ram won the next 4 games to win the match and send Monica into the one loss side.  I spoke with Monica 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ƘŀŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƻǳǘ ƎŀƳŜǎ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ Řƻne, and that 

Yu Ram played well.  Karen Corr played Jasmin Ouschan and perhaps fell victim to mental fatigue as Jasmin 

won 9-6.  Karen had finished very strong in International Events (including two 2nd place finishes) and it could 

be that all the traveling and hard playing has caught up with her.  

 

 

(Continued) 
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Jeanette Lee faced off against Ga Young Kim but the Little Devil Girl proved too strong and won easily 9-4.  

Vivian Villarreal, Xiaoting Pan & Kelly Fisher all advanced without issue, and once again Gerda Hofstatter and 

!ƭƭƛǎƻƴ CƛǎƘŜǊ ƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ άDǊƻǳƴŘƘƻƎ 5ŀȅέ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ όȅŜǎ ƛǘ was déjà vu all over again!).  Allison played very 

well and defeated Gerda 9-4.  AllisonΩs career is being acknowledged and has been nominated to the BCA Hall 

of Fame.  ShŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ WƻƘƴƴȅ !ǊŎƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ннnd, in Chesapeake, 

VA.    

As Saturday morning dawned, there was still no clear-cut favorite for this 

event. The final 8 on the winnerΩs bracket, with the exception of Yu Ram 

Cha and Miyuki Sakai, had all won WPBA Titles and any one of them 

could add the trophy from this tournament to their collection.  Monica 

Webb, #1 coming into this event and having enjoyed back-to-back 

victories on the tour, came to her one loss side match versus Kim Shaw 

looking to fight her way into the final 16.  However, Kim was unrelenting 

in their match and defeated Monica 9-5, leaving her to finish tied for 17th, 

Laura Smith advanced into the final 16 after several nail biters, including a hill-hill matches the last being 

versus Ewa Laurance.  She next went on to play the 2009 New York State 9 Ball Champion, My-Hanh Lac and 

won handily, 9-1. Laura next drew Xiaoting Pan who proved too strong, defeating Laura 9-1.  Tracie Hines, 

returning after a year hiatus, proved to be a force in this event, having advanced to the final 16 by beating 

Melissa Little in the round of 24.  Tracie went on to face Ga Young Kim in the round of 16 but lost by a 

respectable 9-6.  Pam Cimarelli faced Melissa Herndon in their round of 24 match-up.  This was a hard fought 

hill-hill match that saw Melissa play a great safety on the 5 ball, but Pam hit the 5 and luck was with her as she 

snookered Melissa behind the 8 ball.  Melissa failed to hit the 5 and Pam made a 5/9 combination to advance.  

Gerda Hofstatter matched up against Line Kjorsvik and although Line tried to put up a fight, in the end Gerda 

pulled ahead and won 9-4. Gerda went on to face Yu Ram Cha who had so far gone undefeated in this event 

and their match turned into one of the epics of this event going hill-hill! The crowd gasped as Gerda missed 

the 8 in the side, allowing Yu Ram to finish off the match and advance ; Rounding out the bottom 8, Jeanette 

Lee, Karen Corr (who played very well versus Helena Thornfeldt) and Julie Kelly.  Julie faced off against Kelly 

Fisher but ran out of steam against the 2008 Player of the Year who won 9-3.  

Going back to the Cimarelli/Ouschan match, Pam found herself in the lead 8-4 
and poised to knock out the tough Austrian player. Jasmin refused to give up 
and Pam seemed to tighten up, letting Jasmin back in the door but still down 7-
8. Although Pam would go into game 16 with the break; she failed to pocket a 
ball but Jasmin scratched on the one.  Pam stepped up and made the 1, coming 
down table for a 3/9 carom, which she missed leaving Jasmin the open table to 
run out and tie up the match and we were at sudden death, hill-hill.  Jasmin 

broke but failed to make a ball, but with the 4 ball tied up, Pam was forced to play a safe which she executed 
beautifully.  She gained ball in hand after JasminΩs failed kick attempt and only a few object balls stood in the 
way of her advancing to the quarterfinals of this event.  The crowd was stunned as Pam over-drew her cue ball 
from the 6 to the 7, and after a very short safety exchange, Jasmin shut the door on the match, winning 9-8.  
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Jasmin went on to face Ga Young Kim and had no problems dispatching the Little Devil Girl, winning 9-3. 
 
Kim Shaw and Vivian VillarrealΩs match was another grinder, each trading games throughout.  Kim actually had 
the advantage, up 7-6 but Vivian is never one to give up and after Kim broke and came up dry, Vivian began 
the task of running out to yet again tie up their match which she did. Vivian then won the next game two 
games to win 9-7. Vivian continued on to play Xiaoting Pan in the Quarterfinals but had nothing left in the 
reserve tank, losing 9-2. A battle of giants ensued between Allison Fisher and Jeanette Lee; tied up at 2 all, 
Jeanette missed the 7 in game 5Σ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ άhƘΣ Ƴȅ ƎƻǎƘΗέ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘ ǎƻΦ  !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŀƴƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
side pocket, which she did easily to run out and take the 3-2 lead.  Both players stepped up their games and 
before long the match was now at hill-hill!  Allison broke but failed to pocket a ball and Jeanette jumped up to 
begin running out.  She successfully made the 1 & 2 but missed a back cut on the 3 ball as the crowd groaned.  
Allison stepped up, ran out and moved on in the tournament to face Kelly Fisher.  Fatigue may have finally 
caught up to Allison coupled with KellyΩs outstanding play and Kelly defeated Allison 9-4.  
 
Yu Ram ChaΩs match with Karen Corr promised to be a good one but ended up with Karen dominating the 
young South Korean phenom and earning an early 5-2 lead.  Yu RamΩs focus was in question as she missed the 
9 ball (using the bridge but not a difficult shot) in game 11, down 6-4.  The straw that broke the camelΩs back 
came in game 13 when after gaining ball-in-hand; Yu Ram miscued on the 5 ball.  Karen never looked back and 
won the match 9-4.    

The Semi Finals - #1 
 

Jasmin won the lag, breaking but failing to pocket a ball on the new Brunswick 
ά½ŀƴȊƛōŀǊέ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ōƛƭƭƛŀǊŘ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ϷнрΣлллΦ  YŀǊŜƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
shot and was forced to push out, handing the option over to Jasmin.  Precision 
pocketing would be crucial as the table was set for very tight pockets.   
Right from the start, both players were forced to play 

safeties on both the one and the two balls, but Jasmin 

ŦƭƛƴŎƘŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ YŀǊŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ άŎƭƛŎƪΣ ŎƭƛŎƪέ ƻŦ 

ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀǎ YŀǊŜƴ ƴŀǾƛƎated through the tough layout but missed 

the 7 ball, and Jasmin finished off the rack to win the first game. After a series of 

long safety games, Jasmin reached the hill first, 6-3.  Karen had the break in game 

10, but the crowd groaned as she scratched, allowing Jasmin ball in hand. She beautifully struck the 3, slicing it 

in the corner pocket and sending the cue ball up-table one rail for position the four.  With the 5 in the side, 

and only the 6 & 9 to pocket thereafter, her place in the finals was assured, defeating Karen Corr 7-3.  

 

The Semi Finals - #2 

 

For XƛŀƻǘƛƴƎ tŀƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎŜŘ ƳŀǘŎƘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

нллу ./! DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǇƻƻƭΦŎƻƳ ф .ŀƭƭ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΩǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΦ  .ǳǘ ǎƘŜ 

faces Kelly Fisher, two-time winner last season and the 2008 Player of the Year.  

Both were vying for their chance to get in the finals of this event.  
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Kelly Fisher won the lag and pocketed the one ball with good position for the 2 

and an open layout.  Kwikfire wasted no time running out and capturing the first 

game of this match.   Xiaoting stepped up and put all 91lbs of herself into the 

break but came up dry; Kelly started off with a touchy 1/3 combination and 

although she made it, she failed to control the 1 ball after contact.  Playing for a 

safety, she instead banked the 1 into the side (not intentional) but was 

fortunate to leave herself a long but makeable shot on the 2.  She pocketed yet another combination, 4/5, and 

had better control, allowing her to run out and quickly take a 2 game lead, 2-0.  Xiaoting wasnΩt about to let 

Kelly run away with the match and the slight of build competitor fought her way back to tie up the match and 

for the next 9 games the two players traded games; At 5-4, KellyΩs lead, Xiaoting broke and pocketed a ball but 

the layout was less than ideal. She slowly picked her way through, and the key shot would be position from 

the 6 to the 7.  The 6 went in the side pocket and although she broke the 7/8 up, her cue ball ended up about 

мΦрέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ тΦ  {ǘŜǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άмлέ ŀǎ ·ƛŀƻǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǾŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊǳǎƘ ŀ ōƛǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƘŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƴƻƻƪŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳŜ ōŀƭƭ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ у ŀǎ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΦ  YŜƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǇƻŎƪŜǘΣ ǎƻ ǎƘŜ 

played safe.  Xiaoting grabbed her jump cue, gave it a run but fouled and Kelly, with ball in hand, ran out to 

reach the hill, 6-4.  After a safety exchanged in game 11, Kelly received ball-in-hand and ran out to reach the 

finals! 

The Final Match ς WPBA Great Lakes Classic 2009 

Jasmin won the lag and broke, but found herself embroiled in a 

safety battle with Kelly Fisher on several of the balls in the rack 

including the 7.  Kelly stuck Jasmin directly behind the 9 but Jasmin 

was able to kick one side rail, leaving the 7 ball at the foot of the 

table and the cue ball near the 1st spot by the corner pocket.   She 

attempted to cut the ball, missed but got lucky and left Jasmin 

hooked, the 7 ball having come to rest behind the 9.  Jasmin kicked 

from the back rail, and the two kept going back and forth until finally 

Jasmin gained the upper hand and finished out the rack to win the 

first game of the match.  

Kelly broke in game 2 but failed to pocket a ball.  Jasmin had a touchy thin cut on the one and the crowd applauded as 

she made it with positing for the 2/9 combination.  Just like that, she earned her 2nd game in just minutes of play to go 

up 2-0 and into game 3 with the break advantage.  She pocketed 

the 3 ball, but the one proved unmake-able and she chose to play a 

great safety, striking the cue ball behind the 7 forcing Kelly to kick.  

She missed entirely giving Jasmin ball in hand, but Jasmin failed to 

take advantage of the opportunity and missed the 6 ball.  As luck 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ YŜƭƭȅ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǎƘƻǘ ǎƻ YŜƭƭȅ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ с 

ball to the side rail behind the 7.  Jasmin could see enough of the 

ball to play a great cross bank to the side pocket and left herself 

straight in on the 7.  She drew back the cue ball for the 8, giving 

herself an out and taking a 3-0 lead.  
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Although Kelly posted 2 games, by the time she did so, she was still behind in the match 2-5. Kelly broke in 

game 8, but mǳŎƘ ǘƻ YŜƭƭȅΩǎ ŎƘŀgrin, she scratched.  Jasmin played a great position shot from the 1 to the 2 ball to get 

in line and run out another rack.  As Kelly crossed her arms in obvious frustration, Jasmin came around from the 2 to the 

3, and from the 3 to the 5 squeezing between the 7/8 balls.  {ǘŜǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ άмлέ ŀƴŘ WŀǎƳƛƴ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

с ōŀƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŜΩŘ ƎŜǘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ тΦ  tƻŎƪŜǘƛƴƎ the 6 in the side and coming off the side 

rail, she was perfect on the 7, the 8 and the 9 to reach the hill, 6-2.  It appeared as though Jasmin was putting on a clinic 

for all to see, including Kelly Fisher.  

Jasmin continued on in game 9 with the break and pocketed 2 balls but found no pocket 

for the one ball.  She played safety and Kelly fired back with one of her own, starting a 

safety exchange.  Jasmin slow rolled the cue ball, barely kissing the one, then onto the 

rail as Kelly came back to the table smiling at the great shot.  The two competitors 

continued on with the safety battle of wits, which ended when Jasmin went for a bank 

shot into the side pocket. She barely missed, leaving Kelly a very thin cut into the corner 

pocket.  She came up short and Jasmin had an open shot to the one ball.  However, she 

still would face the 3 and 4 ball tied up near the side rail.  Eyeing the shot, she played a 

beautiful throw/combination, pocketing the four and leaving perfect shape back on the 

3 ball.  With only four balls left on the table between her and victory, Jasmin strode 

ΨǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά½ŀƴȊƛōŀǊέ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ нллфΗ 

Congratulations to both competitors.   

Thanks to the Blue Chip Casino for their wonderful 

hospitality.  Many thanks to our fans, and to all our APA Shot Clock volunteers for their 

dedication and staying so late every night! As always, the WPBA gratefully 

acknowledges ƻǳǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΩs; Aramith Balls, The American Poolplayers Association, 

Brunswick, Cuetec Cues, aǳŜƭƭŜǊ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ tƻƻƭŘŀǿƎΦŎƻƳΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ 

Norman, Oklahoma at the Riverwind Casino for the 2009 WPBA US Open 9 Ball 

/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΩǎΦ   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

     

 


