WPBA Great Lakes Classic

Tournament in Review

Photos and storyby Anne Craig WPBA

As several of the WPBA Sponsors looked oh thi¢ capacy crowd at the Blue
Chip Casindelly Fisher and Jasmin Ouschan stepped up for the lag in the finals
of the 2009 WPBA Great Lakes Classic. Both had won events last ydsottand
were looking to win their first title of the new seasorif Kellywon this event,

she would vault back into the #1 positity herself If she came in second, she
would be tied forlstplace withGa YoundKim.

Rewind to the beginningf this second Classic Tour stop of the 2009 WPBA
seasorand the odd an favorite to winwas not cleaas most of the top players
had been traveling for over a month to international event/ho would be
most affected by the grueling schedule and whwould push through the
fatigue to win?

The 208 Great Lakes Classic
ChampionAllison Fisherwould
not see a repeat of her title

The Great Lakes Classic kicked off wighiaate V.I.P. PreAm hosted by The Blue Chip Casino. athmsphere
as always was loodey R (0 KS LJX F@SNQa | ff KIR
teammates. Here, Ga Young Kim flashes the peace sign with he’Amro
partner.

There were several playefsr whom the Great Lakes Classic is their first e
WPBA Event, true rookies! Kathleen Moon and Rhio Flores, both quali
Sya2e SR daf dzOindeing fdeliodsiplaying \Bvdan Vil@rreal ang [ o8
Karen Corr respectively)Kathleen made a good go of it, but losb9and Rhio Ll/ } ,
lost 9-3 to the always tough CorTina Hess, the Midmerican Ladies 9 Ball Tour representatlve for this event, fell victim
to two veteran Meliss@®; Melissa Little (The Viper) and Melissa Momsibgsefather isNed Morris of Morris Custom
Cues). Welcome to the WPBA ladies!

b2NIKgSad 22YSyQa t22ft | &a2 OA Ihis zedsgn, hizCaIG, Bagf & dreatdirdt dadtdhw S LJI
versus Ewa Laurance. Ironically, Liz had drawn Ewa for her first round match last year at this event, ahdToss 9

year, howeverwas adifferent story as Liz turned the tables on the veteran, and defd&wa 4. Iris Ranola, after

winning her first round match, played versus Jeanette Lee, which was broadcast free over the internet thanks to our
Presenting Sponsor for Web Streaming 2009, PoolDawg.@ihrer web matches included Jasmin Ouschan vstiGx
DelLaGarzagndSarah Rousey vs. Sarah Ellddogame a few.
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The AHSarahkSpecial turned out to be one of the most interesting to view online.
Rousey found herself down@. to Ellerby, who was returning to the Tour since her
last outing at theCa2 t Ay / f | & & A Qne@mnonedbto give dpii took & dza
break, came back and stormed to a7 8ead. All looked to be done in game 16 and
even though she ended up near the rail with an off angle that could lead to a scratch
if she shot the 9 sdify, she jacked up and
instead of using a firm nip stroke, powe
stroked instead and the 9 rattled in and out of the pocket. In game
Rousey had a safety play on the 6, but whether her confidence was shatt
or perhaps tired from all the traveling SQR 6 SSy R2Ay 13
flubbed the safety leaving Ellerby a simple combination to the 9 ball to
the match, 98. Brutal indeed!

From the new Stardust Convention Center at the Blue Chip Casino, day two began with a web match featurir
rookie Kathleen Moon and Ewa Laurance. Ewa showed no mercy and defeated the young qgualifier 9

LNRX & wl yigstialolghniatéumdgainst Jeanette Lee in thé%2
roundwly 'y SN & amkbackhiSdayfo fade veéeran player and
Billiard Education Foundatiorx&cutive Director, Laura Smith.
According to Iris, Laura played very well and defeated 18s While
most of us who know Laura know how steady a player she is, many
would stillconsider this a minor upset asslis one of the new stars of
our tour. Iris may have fillgg succumbed to the pressures of traveling
la aKSQR 0SSy 2y (KS NRIR |f2y3
various International events. Either way, she finishes disappointed, tied forI@@anwhile, Laura went on to
defeat Ewa Laurance in a fantastic-hill match and Laura wouladvance to the Final 16.

w2dzy R o gAYYSNRA o6NIF O Sl artaStic web yhatah befveeh suBeni#$ RankgdR A
Monica Webb against ugnd-comer Yu Ram Cha. Both players were like dogs with bone, not yielding one to
the other until the scorewasp a2y A Ol @& CNRBY (KIG LRAYOGIT GKSasgKS!
Yu Ram won the next 4 games to win the match and send Monica into the one loss side. | spoke with Monic:
FFGSNI 6GKS YIFIGOK yR aKS alAR (KIFI{d aKSQR Kd dddtBatJLl?
Yu Ram played welKaren Corr played Jasmin Ouschan and perhdpgdam to mental fatigue as Jasmin

won 96. Karen had finished very strong in International Events (including Bhmaze finishes) and it could

be that all the traveling and hard playing has caught up with her.

(Continued)
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Jeanette Lee faced off against Ga Yolirg but the Little Devil Girl proved too strong and won eas#ly 9

Vivian Villarreal, Xiaoting Pan & Kelly Fisher all advanced without issue, and once again Gerda Hofstatter an
lffAazy CAa&aKSMNR dy RIOKS R5 dA dwds§ajaduralil o¥ef agaird) S Allisghlayed very

well and defeated Gerda-®. Allisor career is being acknowledgadd has been nominated to tH8CA Hall

of Fame. 83SQf t 0685 AYRdzOGSR |t 2y3 6AGK Tl 2 NpiniDesappake y &
VA.

As Saturday morning dawneithere was still no cleacut favorite for this
event. The final 8 on the winn@rbracket with the exception of Yu Ram
Chaand Miyuki Sakahad all won WPBA Titles and any one of them
could add the trophy from this tournament to tivecollection. Monica
Webb, #1 coming into this event and having enjoyed Haeliack
victories on the tourcame to hemne loss sidenatch versus Kim Shaw
looking to fight her way into the final 16dowever, Kim was unrelenting
in their match anddefeated Monica9-5, keavingher to finish tied for 17

Laura Smith advanced into the final 16 after several nail biters, includinghallhitlatches the last being

versus Ewa Laurance. She next wentmplay the 2009 New York State 9 Ball ChampionHsliyh Lac and

won handily, 91. Laura next drew Xiaoting Pan who proved too strong, defeating Lalrd gacie Hines,
returningafter a year hiatusprovedto be a force in this event, having advanced to the final 16 by beating
Melissa Little in the round of 24Tracie went on to face Ga Young Kim inrthend of16 but lost by a
respectable %6. Pam Cimalli faced Melissa Herndon in their round of 24 matgh This was a hard fought
hill-hill match that saw Melissa play a great safety on the 5 ball, but Pam hit the 5 and luck was with her as st
snookered Melissa behind the 8 ball. Melissa failed toh® 5 and Pam made a 5/9 combination to advance.
Gerda Hofstatter matched up against Line Kjorsvik and although Line tried to put up a fight, in therdad G
pulled ahead and won-9. Gerda went on to face Yu Ram Cha who had so far gone undefeated in this event
and their match turned into one of the epics tiig event going hihill! The crowd gasped as Gerda missed

the 8 in the side, allowing Yu Ram to finish off the match and advd@Roanding out the bottom 8, Jeanette
Lee, Karen Corr (who played vevgll versus Helna Thornfeldt) and Julie Kellyulie faced off against Kelly
Fisher but ran out of steam against the 2008 Player of the Wkarwon 93.

Going back to the Cimarelli/Ouschan match, Pam found herself in the tdad 8
and posed to knock out the tough Austrian playdasmin refused to give up
and Pam seemed to tighten up, fietg Jasmirback in the door but still down-7
ol 8. Although Pam would go into game 16 with the breake failed to pocket a
o] ball but Jasmin scratcldeon the one. Pam stepped up and made the 1, coming
down table for a 3/9 carom, which she missed leaving Jasmin the open table to
run out and tie up the match and we were at sudden death;Hilll Jasmin
broke but failed to make hall, but with the 4 ball tied up, Pam was forced to play a safe which she executed
beautifully. She gained ball in hand after Jas@iiailed kick attempand only a few object balls stood in the
way of her advancing to the quarterfinals of this eveiiie crowd was stunned as Pam ovFew her cue bal

from the 6 to the 7, and after a very short safety exchange, Jasmin shut the door on the match, wiining 9

§“—‘\J
v
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(Continued)
Jasnin wenton to faceGa Young Kimnd had ngroblemsdispatching the_ittle Devil Girlwinning 93.

Kim Shaw and Vivian Villarr@imatch wasnothergrinder, each trading games throughout. Kim actuladlg
the advantageup #6 but Vivian is ever one to give uand dter Kim broke and camap dry, Vivian began
the task of running out tgyet again tie up their match which she didivian then won the nexgame two
games to win &. Vivian continued on to pla)iaoting Pan ithe Quarterfinals but had nothing left in the
resave tank, losing 2. A battle of giants ensued betweerllidon Fisher and Jeanette Lded up at 2 all
Jeanette missed theingame™ SEOf FAYAYy3d ahKXI Y& 3I2&aKHE | a &KS
side pocket, which she did ebsto run out and take the-2 lead. Both players stepped up their games and
before long the match was now atlhhill! Allison broke but failed to pzket a ball and Jeanette jumped up to
begin running out. She successfully made the 1 & 2 but missed a back cut on the 3 ball asdhgrcamed.
Allison stepped upran outand moved on in the tournamenb face Kelly FisherFatigue mg have finally
caught up to Allison coupled with Keélyoutstanding play and Kelly defeated Allise#.9

Yu Ram Cl& match with Karen Corr promised to be a good one but ended up Karren dominatinghe
young South Korean phenom and earning an eayiéad. Yu Ra@&focus was in question as she missed the
9 ball (using the bridge but not a difficult shot) in gafrile down 64. The straw that broke the car back
came in gaméd.3 when after gaining baih-hand;Yu Ram miscued on the 5 ballaren never loked back and
won the match %4.

The SemFinals #1

Jasmin won the lag, breaking but failing to pocketadl lbn the new Brunswick
G%lyl A0FNE GlofST I fAYAGSR SRAGAZ2Y ©
shot and was forced to push out, handing the option over to Jasmin. Precision
pocketing would be crucial as the table was set for very tiglckpts.

Right from the start, both players were forced to plg

safeties orboth the one and the two bad] but Jasmin
FTEAYOKSR FTANARG Fft26Ay3 YINBYy G2 o8N N2 2 dzi
OF YSNI Qa O2dz R 6 StedktBdugiiRe tough layduthvi yhiss¢ci ;
the 7 ball, and Jasmin finished off the rack to win the first gafvier a series of §
long safety games, Jasmin reached the hill firs3, &arenhad the break in game
10, butthe crowd groaned as she scratched, allowing Jasmin biadind.She beautifully struck the 3, slicing it
in the corner pocket and sending the cue balttaple one rail for position the four. W the 5 in the side,
and only the 6 & 9 to pocket thereafter, her place in fhrals was assured, defeating Karen Ce8. 7

The Semi Finals#2

ForAl 2GAy3 tly>s AGQa o60SSy | &SINI aaAyo
Hnny . /! DSYSNYaGAaAzyLR2f ®02Y ¢ . It /
faces Kelly Fisher, twitime winner last season and the 20MPlayer of the Year.
)“ Bothwere vying for hieir chance to get in tharfals ofthis event.
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Kelly Fisher won the lag and pocketed the one ball with good position for t
and an open layout. Kwikfire wasted no time running out and capturing the
game of this match. Xiaoting stepped up and put all 91Ibs of herself into t
break but came up dry; Kelly started off with a touchy 1/3 combination
although she made it, she failed to control the 1 ball after contact. Playing
safety, she instead banked the 1tanthe side (not intentional) but was -

fortunate to leave herself a long but makeable shot on the 2. She pocketed yet another combination, 4/5, an
had better control, allowing her to run out and quickly take a 2 game le&d, Riaoting wasf about to let

Kelly run away with the match ante slight of build competitor fought her way back to tie up the match and
for the next 9 games the two players traded ganat 54, Kell® leal, Xiaoting broke and pocketed a ball but
the layout was less than ideg&he slowly picked her way through, and the key shot would be position from
the 6 to the 7. The 6 went in the side pocket and although she broke the 7/8 up, her cue ball ended up abo
MPpé FNRY GKSSR 1M n ¢ GFS5GS AQI20 Ay 3 O2y SYLX F GSR KSNJ
aKS FIAESR (G2 ay221SN) 6§KS 0OdzS oltff 0SKAYR GKS vy
played safe.Xiaoting grabbed her jump cue, gave it a run butléd and Kelly, with ball in hand, ran out to
reach the hill, &4. After a safety exchanged in game 11, Kedlgeived balin-hand and ran out to reach the
finals!

The Final Matclt WPBAGreatLakes Classic 2009

Jasmin won the lag and brokéut found herself embroiled in a
safety battle with Kelly Fisher on several of the balls in the rack
including the 7. Kelly stuck Jasmin directly behind the 9 but Jasmin
was able to kick one side rail, leaving the 7 ball at the foot of the
table and thecue ball near the *Lspot by the corner pocket. She
attempted to cut the ball, missed but got lucky and left Jasmin
hooked, the 7 ball having come to rest behind the 9. Jasmin kicked
from the back rail, and the two kept going back and forth untillfina
Jasmin gained the upper hand and finished out the rack to win the

_ first game of the match.

Kelly broke in game 2 but failed to pocket a ball. Jasmin had a touchy thin cut on the one and the crowd applauded
she made it with positing for the 2/9 cdsmation. Just like that, shearned her 2 game in jst minutes of play to go

up 20 and into game 3 with the break advantage. She pocke |
the 3 ball, but the one proved unmaiable and she chose to play :
great safety, striking the cue ball behindetfi forcing Kelly to kick.
She missed entirely giving Jasmin ball in hand, but Jasmin faileg
take advantage of the opportunity and missed the 6 ball. As ¥
g2dA R KIFI @S Al akKS RARyQu St
ball to the side raibehind the 7. Jasmin could see enough of t
ball to play a great cross bank thet side pocket and left herself
straight in on the 7. She drew back the cue ball for the 8, gi
herself an out and taking a@lead.
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Although Kelly posted 2 gamdsy the time she did so, she was still behind in the matéhKelly broke in

game 8, bumdzOK & 2  yri§,fsHe 8ctatched&smin played a great position shot from the 1 to the 2 ball to get

in line and run out another rack. As Kelly crossed her armsvilmas frustration, Jasmin came around from the 2 to the

3, and from the 3 to the 5 squeezing between the 7/8 bdllsi S@S OF f t SR 2dzi amné FyR Wk
c oFlftf a aKS OFNBFdzZ fe (§K2dAKUI th 6z th&sdg and dorBigy Rff tieSide LJ2
rail, she was perfect on the 7, the 8 and the 9 to reach the Kl, B appeared as though Jasmin was putting on a clinic

for all to see, including Kelly Fisher.

Jasmin continued on in game 9 with the breakl podketed 2 balls but found npocket
for the one ball. She played safety and Kelly fired back with one of her own, starti
safety exchange. Jasmin slow rolled the cue ball, barely kissing the one, then ont
rail as Kelly came bldo the table smiling at the great shot. The two competito
continued on with the safety battle of wits, which ended when Jasmin went for a b
shot into the side pocket. She barely missed, leaving Kelly a very thin cut into the cq
pocket. She camup short and Jasmin had an open shot to the one ball. However,
still would face the 3 and 4 ball tied up near the side rRieing the shot, she played §
beautiful throw/combination, pocketing the four and leaving perfect shape back on
3 ball. With only four balls left on the table between her and victory, Jasmin strg
WNRdzy R GKS a%lyTlAolFNE GlFofS gAGK O2y
Congratulations to both cupetitors.

Thanks to the Blue Chip Casifor their wonderful
hospitality. Many thank® our fans, ando all our APA Shot Clock volunteers for their
dedication and staying so late eye night! As always,the WPBA gratefully
acknowledges2 dzNJ a kJArardith Bals, The American Poolplayers Association
Brunswick, Cuetec Cues,dzSt f SNJ wSONBI A2yl f YR t22
Norman, Oklahoma at the Riverwind Casino for the 2009 WPBA US Open 9 Bal
[/ KIFE'YLIA 2y aKALIQ:
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