
 

 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – October 30, 2009 

Suzanne Smith Wins at the Golden Fleece 
On September 27th and 28th The Golden Fleece in Kenmore, Washington 

welcomed the Northwest Women’s Pool Association and hosted its 6th tour stop of the 
season. The Golden Fleece with its ten 9 foot Diamond tables has a weekly 9-ball 
tournament on Friday at 8pm. Known for its friendly atmosphere and Diamond tables, 
the Golden Fleece is a favorite among serious pool players. Golden Fleece owner 
Askar Ahmed added $500 to this event. This tournament also was the first time that 
the NWPA would have a live-streaming broadcast, and Askar was invaluable in 
helping to get the broadcast up and running smoothly. 

On Saturday morning, 27 women showed up eager tackle the challenge of the 
tables and the stiff competition. By Sunday, only eight players remained. Suzanne Smith and Liz Cole squared off to battle 
for the point, while Mary Hopkin, Cindy Slivia, Suwanna Kroll, Shelby Locati, Jo Woodward, and Kim Toops battled on the 
B-side of the bracket. The point match decided, 2008 tour champion Liz Cole found herself once again sitting comfortably 
on the point. Mary Hopkin defeated Cindy Slivia in a hill-hill match to win the chance to face Suzanne. However, Suzanne 
defeated Mary in order to face Liz again in the finals.  

Diamond tables have a reputation for tight pockets and these are no exception as was evident during the finals. 
The match began with Liz winning the lag and the first game. From there, Suzanne and Liz traded games until the 7th 
game. With the match tied 3-3, Liz played an excellent safety. Suzanne attempted a jump shot which fouled. Liz runs 
down to the seven but misses a cut into the corner. Suzanne misses the seven as does Liz again. Suzanne gets another 
shot at it which this time drops and set up for the eight. However, Diamond pockets strike and the ball stays on the table. 
Liz misses the eight giving Suzanne the opportunity to run out which she does. With the score 4-3 Suzanne, Liz breaks 
and get a good safe on the four. Suzanne attempts a kick but fouls. Liz with ball-in-hand looks to have a fairly routine run 
out, but rattles the six in the corner pocket. Suzanne pockets the six but rattles the seven in the corner pocket down table. 
Liz pockets the seven and then rattles the eight. Suzanne, using a bridge pockets, the eight leaving a tough shot on the 
nine which she cuts into the corner. Suzanne wins the next 2 matches to go up 7-3 over Liz. Liz wins the next 2 games to 
bring the score to 7-5. Suzanne breaks making 2 balls. She pockets the one in the side and the two in the opposite side 
pocket but misses the three. Liz misses the three giving Suzanne the opportunity to run out. With the score now 8-5, Liz 
breaks pocketing two balls but scratches. Suzanne with ball-in-hand runs out the rack winning the game and the match. 
Congratulations to Suzanne Smith! A big thank you to Askar Ahmed and The Golden Fleece for hosting a great 
tournament!  
 

PLACE  NAME POINTS PAYOUT 

1 SUZANNE SMITH 200 $415.00 

2 LIZ COLE 160 $270.00 

3 MARY HOPKIN 125 $175.00 

4 CINDY SLIVA 100 $135.00 

5/6 SUWANNA KROLL 80 $82.00 

5/6 SHELBY LOCATI 80 $82.00 

7/8 JO WOODWARD 65 $62.00 

7/8 KIM TOOPS 65 $62.00 
 
Northwest Women's Pool Association (NWPA) is the WPBA-sanctioned regional tour for the Pacific Northwest. Though this tour 
prepares women amateur pool players for the pro ranks, women of all skill levels are encouraged to participate. The NWPA is a 
volunteer-run, non-profit organization that is funded by player membership and sponsorship. A number of volunteers help keep the 
organization running by keeping it fiscally sound, communicating with the Women's Professional Billiard Association to provide 
opportunities for players to reach the pro level, negotiating with regional pool room owners/operators, and managing events.  
For more information contact: 
Adrianne Beach 206-755-3847 adrianne@nwpatour.com  
Tamre’ Greene-Rogers 206-920-1936 nwpatour@msn.com 
Julie Valdez 206-778-8785 julie@nwpatour.com  
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