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WPBATOUR CHAMPIONSHIPS
RACE TO THE FINISH LINE

QUARTERNALS#3

Vivian Villarreal VS. Xiaoting Pan
November 15, 2008 Hollywood, Florida: The Seminole Hard RoCafé & Hard Rock Live

Quarterfinals #3 saw the chouse pro€ for the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Hard Rock Casino & Hotel, Vivian
Villarreal, pitted against AsiaQ Xiaoting Pan. Vivian, having made two other TV rounds this year, was looking for her first
win since 1998 and was hoping to do it on her home turf. Xiaoting Pan had other ideas coming into this match, very
much wanting to win a second title this season. She had won the 2008 BCA Generationpool.com Championships in
Charlotte, NC earlier this year.

Xiaoting won the lag and thus the match began in earnest. For such a diminutive lady, Xiaoting has a powerful break and
yet, failed to pocket a ball. Vivian strode up to the table, immediately asking for the bridge as her hometown crowd and
ardent fans looked on. Coming up short on the 2 ball, she was forced to kick one short rail which she successfully
executed but leaving Xiaoting with an open, albeit touchy, cut shot. Vivian had another opportunity at the table but
failed to capitalize on it, rattling the 6 ball and Xiaoting took the opening game.

As the match progressed, Vivian and Xiaoting traded games, with Vivian taking a 3-2 lead. Vivian played an amazing
safety on the 2 ball in game 6, snookering the cue ball directly behind the 7, forcing Xiaoting to kick one long side rail.
She skimmed the ball successfully and Vivian, tapping her chalk on the rail, repeated éGood shot, good shot¢ several
times. Vivian took her extension, surveying the long shot she had. She opted for a safety which came up well short,
allowing Xiaoting to see the 2 for a long cut down the side rail. Hitting nothing but the center pocket, Xiaoting made the
ball and continued through the rack to the 4 ball, which didn®@have an open pocket to choose from. Both players had a
tough time snookering each other on this tricky object ball but Xiaoting came out ahead after making a stunning long,
awkward cut up-table into the corner pocket. She continued her run to win game 6 and tie the match up at 3 all.

Xiaoting broke and pocketed a ball, but was forced to play a safety on the 2. Vivian, losing focus, kicked two rails but hit
it so softly that even though she skimmed the 2, she failed to hit a rail afterward, giving Xiaoting ball in hand. With
confidence she ran the rack out until she came up long on the 7 ball. Forced to shoot at a tricky shot into the side
pocket, she just missed it, allowing Vivian back to the table to run out and retake the one game lead, 4-3.



(Contd)

Vivian had the break but after making a ball, hooked herself on the 2. She fouled off of her jump shot and Xiaoting took
ball in hand, running out to the 6. She had left herself short of the mark leaving herself a tough thin cut. She instead
chose to play the bank shot long rail into the corner and attaining great position on the 7. To the crowdQshock, she
missed the ball, and Vivian capitalized on the critical error to take a 2 game lead, 5-3.

Xiaoting came to the table to break and looking to stop the bleeding. After pocketing a ball, she plotted her course
around the table starting with the 1. She made not one, but three beautiful thin cut shots, on the one two and the four
ball, but hooked herself on the 5. Xiaoting was forced to kick one short rail which she did, leaving the cue ball and the 5
at opposite ends of the table for Vivian to shoot at. She attempted a long rail bank, failed but left Xiaoting with no shot,
instead she had to play a safe. It was a poorly executed one and Vivian came back to find herself with an open shot and
a chance to make it to the hill. Picking her way through, she sunk the 9 with a resounding @YES!€ and dUno mas!¢€ taking
the lead 6-3.

Vivian enjoyed the break advantage and although she pocketed a ball, the 3 ball snuck up just in front of the cue ball,
blocking her path to the 2. She pushed out, sending the cue ball down to the lower corner pocket, thus starting a safety
battle between the two players. Vivian blinked first, leaving Xiaoting with a thin cut that she made easily, allowing her
to continue on through the rack until the 9 ball went down and we were now at 6-4, VivianQlead. Xiaoting came into
game 11 with the break, pocketing 2 balls and facing an open table to try to get back to within one game. With her
typical calm focus, Xiaoting ran out, and you knew Vivian was thinking she needed to close out this match on her break.
Looking up at the sky, maybe speaking to her father silently, Vivian looked back down at the rack and broke, but came
up dry. Shouting éSomething, please! Oh, hook her thené, neither scenario came to fruition, but Xiaoting was forced to
push out. After looking at it until Steve called &10 secondsé on the shot clock, Vivian gave the option back to Xiaoting,
who kicked at the one ball in a safety attempt, but ended up leaving Vivian with a tough but makeable side pocket cut
which she successfully executed. Waving off a bug that was flying midair over the table, perhaps she allowed that to
distract her too much as she hooked herself on the 3 ball. Jacking up, she played a beautiful masse one rail kick shot
that skimmed the 3 which fell into the corner pocket, leaving herself an open shot to the 4. She wasn®@about to make
this game any easier on herself though, giving herself the difficult out in this rack. She ended up with a 6/9 combination
that she made, and jumping up for joy and racing around the table, knowing she was into the Semifinals!



